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present exist in this temple, there are parts in it which are attractive
to a student of ancient history.   The oldest among them is the rode-
on the south-west corner near the Kailasa shrine with many inscrip-
tions of great historic value.

Like the temples, a fewT of the Christian Churches in the State
have also an archaeological and historical interest. It was in the
church at Udayamperur that the famous Synod of Diamper was held
on June 20th, 1599 A-D-> presided over by Archbishop Alexius
Menezes. The structures of all the churches are not earlier than the
sixteenth century A.D. The European monuments are by far the
best conserved in the State. They are the old forts at Pallipuram
and Kottapuram, and the chapel and tombstones within the Udaya-
giri fort in South Travancore. Of these, the fort at Pallipuram is
the earliest extant European monument in India, built in 1507 A.D.
There are three other forts preserved as historical monuments,
dating from the eighteenth century.

Excavation is quite a recent development. The first attempt in
this direction resulted in the discovery of the relics of an old Vishnu
temple belonging to the ninth century A.D. at Naranattukavu,
Perumpalutur, fourteen miles south-west of Trivandrum, the capital
of the State. It is expected that, with the systematic exploration
of ancient sites in the State, the work of excavation will yield valuable
results, illustrative of the arts and handicrafts of the past, the
temples in which the people worshipped, the houses in which they
lived, and, above all, the setting in which their lives were spent.
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(g) JAIPUR

The past rulers of the Jaipur State have enjoyed well-deserved
fame for their deep interest in works of art and architecture and in
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